A MESSAGE OF HOPE,
The Easter Story:
Howard Merrell
Those who put their hope in the Risen Christ have a hope that goes beyond the grave.

As a pastor I spend a good bit of time in hospitals.  Usually physicians will avoid these words, but when they are appropriate, no matter how kind a doctor may be, if he is honest the message will be clear.  "It is hopeless."  When you hear those words you know there is no medicine that will help; there is no surgery that will correct the malady; no therapy will suffice to reverse the trend of this condition that is leading inevitably to death.  It is hopeless.  We don't like to hear those words.
Again, an experience that I have had many times as a pastor: 
I have just conducted a funeral service for the loved one of a family.  In somber procession we have gone to the cemetery.  I’ve stood at the head of the casket and offered words of comfort, scripture, and prayer.  There is finality about meeting at a grave, knowing that everyone will leave except the one whose body will remain.  I find that for some it is a time of utter hopelessness.  Often when I say, “Amen.” after the final prayer, the folk will quietly, somberly, but quickly make their way to their cars, staring straight ahead until the way is clear for them to leave this field of the dead.  Others, however, will visit, hugging one another and shaking hands, passing pleasantries and exchanging well-wishes.  Why the difference?
The Bible speaks of a group of people who don’t “grieve as others who have no hope.”  (I Thessalonians 4:13)  It is not that these folk don’t feel the impact of death or know its finality.  They do, but they have come to know and trust one who was placed in the grave, but who came forth, alive, on the third day.  
There are those who have tried to explain away the resurrection of Christ by claiming that Jesus disciples stole His body from the grave and then spread reports of Him returning to life.  Anyone who understands crucifixion and the thoroughness of Roman justice knows it is ludicrous, but some claim that Jesus only pretended to be dead, had Himself buried, and then pulled off the hoax of the ages.
As researchers like Josh McDowell and Lee Strobel have found, those theories won’t hold water.  Both of these men, and countless others set out to disprove the resurrection of Christ, but ended up becoming so convinced of its reality that they became devoted followers of Christ.  This little piece isn’t the place to sort out the evidence for this central event of Christianity.  At the end of this article I’ve listed a few of the many sources, in addition to the Bible, that you can consult to find out more.
Here, from the Bible, is the simple story of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ and the meaning of these events to us:
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21, NASB95)

And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” (Matthew 26:39, NASB95)

Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas for them, and after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. (Mark 15:15, NASB95)
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16, NASB95)
And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. (Mark 16:6, NASB95)
Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2) by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3) For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4) and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1-4, NASB95)
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, (John 1:12, NASB95)
. . . if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10) for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11) For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 12) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13) for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” (Romans 10:9-13, NASB95)
. . . looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, (Titus 2:13, NASB95)
Do you have hope?
Hope comes as a result of putting your faith in the death burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, for you.  You can have that hope today.
Here are some other resources you may appreciate:
· Josh McDowell, More than a Carpenter & Evidence that Demands a Verdict
· Lee Strobel, The Case for Easter
· Gary R. Habermas, The Case for the Resurrection
· Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods
Feel free to get in touch with us at covbc@ntelos.net.
 





